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January 1st 2006

Happy New Year to all our Westview neighbors!
We enter 2006 with BIG NEWS to report.
Westview retains Hartman Ule Rose & Ratner.

With confidence that Westview can make a deal granting all tenants an affordable opportunity to keep their homes, the firm of Hartman Ule Rose & Ratner has agreed to represent the interests of Westview tenants. This reputable firm was responsible for the West Village Houses deal (note date of NYT article). In this successful conversion from Mitchell-Lama, affordable rents were protected while the great majority of tenants able to buy at affordable prices and no one forced out.  We are confident that building on our past accomplishments and with the HURR team on board, Westview is well positioned moving forward. We will schedule a tenant meeting with HURR in the near future and will communicate more details to follow. As we move forward, we will evaluate the most effective way to coordinate our PR and media efforts with The Public Advocacy Group.
2005 Highlights:

· No ownership transfer of Westview has taken place despite recent reports to the contrary. Transfer will not happen until tenants agree to acceptable terms. 

· We presented DHCR with powerful legal arguments requiring that no Westview tenant be displaced through any transition. As a result, to date DHCR has not approved the owners ML dissolution application. 
· We have requested New York City issue a determination regarding terms of its Master Lease with the State. City Comptroller William Thompson has essentially concurred with our position.      
· We have engaged the RIOC Real Estate Committee to ensure that no ground lease be extended without terms protecting all Westview tenants.  
· We worked with New York Times Real Estate reporter, Nadine Brozen, resulting in a feature article about Roosevelt Island (Sunday, December 4th NYT Real Estate Section)

· Under the leadership of State Senator Pete Grannis, coalition of our elected representatives was formed supporting us each step of the way.     

Our position continues to be one of strength. We remain confident that an equitable resolution will soon be reached on behalf of all Westview tenants. Your continued contributions have enabled all our successes this past year. We are counting on you to stand with us and stay the course. Thank you for your trust and continued support.
.

