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6/10/05
A lot is happening and there is much work to be done. Our fundraising efforts have been very successful. Thanks to you, the Taskforce continues to engage all parties necessary to protect affordable housing for everyone with an eye to the longer-term financial viability of Westview. While the future at times feels uncertain and the real-estate market around us continues to climb, it remains critical for all of us to stay the course. We are making good progress on all fronts but the issues are complicated and take time to resolve. We can report that our situation is well in hand.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS
We have met with DHCR to discuss our unique circumstances around protecting affordable housing on Roosevelt Island and implications to the owner’s filing for dissolution.

We have met face to face with RIOC representatives to better understand issues relating to real estate taxes and potential terms of a new ground lease for Westview.

Our attorneys have written a letter to DHCR and Mayor Bloomberg on our behalf delineating our strong case for protection of affordable housing in Northtown as required by the General Development Plan and the Roosevelt Island master lease between New York City and the State. The case for affordable housing does not conflict with any plans for potential tenant ownership. It simply requires that Westview remain affordable to all tenants. We expect a response from both city and state on this issue before any change in the status of Westview can be implemented.

We have the met with our political representatives. Their support has been overwhelming. Our letter to DHCR delineating our strong case has been forwarded to City Comptroller William Thompson and DHCR Commissioner Judith Calogero with cover letters signed by Congress Member Carolyn Maloney, State Senator Jose Serrano, Assembly Member Alexander “Pete” Grannis, City Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and City Council Speaker Gifford Miller.

We recently engaged in a letter writing campaign targeted at the City of New York, RIOC and DHCR calling attention to the city’s obligation to uphold the ‘affordable housing’ terms of their Roosevelt Island lease to the State. 

The status on the owners filing for dissolution is unknown at this time. Our attorneys have been in contact with DHCR to request a formal response and official position on this issue. To date none has been received.
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The engineering survey we completed with your financial support shows $8 million necessary repairs to Westview, exposing the true condition of our building.  

The June deadline for Sheldrake to officially take ownership of Westview and Island House is upon us. To date we know only that this date may be delayed for reasons unknown. In this case, no news is good news. If Sheldrake’s deal with Charles Lucido goes through, it will not affect our position or our ability to make progress on behalf of Westview tenants. 

The Westview Taskforce maintains an ongoing dialogue with Island House. Over the past 6 months, several meetings have been conducted with Island House to look for areas where we can work together to strengthen our position. 

The outcome of Westview’s struggle will impact Roosevelt Island’s future. RIRA Secretary of the council, Sherie Helstein, presented a check for $500 to the Westview Taskforce to support the Taskforce’s efforts to save our apartments. She and Westview RIRA representatives Erin Feely-Nahem and Petra Kaizer had requested this amount at the April Common Council meeting where RIRA delegates voted to provide this contribution from the RIRA treasury. RIRA responded to a similar request by the Eastwood Building Committee.

Westview quality of life issues continue to be addressed by the Taskforce. Taskforce members routinely communicate with Public safety regarding safety concerns in our building. Recently the Taskforce also questioned DHCR and Blackwell management as to why the elevator upgrade we paid $752,000 for through enforced rent increases has not yet been undertaken. As a result, we recently learned that DHCR is pressuring Sheldrake to begin work on the elevators soon. Additionally, the Westview taskforce continues routine tenant/management walk-throughs, as has been the practice for many years.

Fundraising continues to be a priority to ensure our future in Westview. If you are one of the few who have not contributed, please do so. To those who have, THANK YOU. Your contributions have enabled us to hire lawyers, engineers and perform the due diligence necessary to represent Westview tenants from a position of strength. We are counting on you to stand with us and stay the course.

Please take the time to contact us. While particular issues of a more sensitive nature are not appropriate to include in a public newsletter, we do want to address any questions, concerns or suggestions you may have. Please make it your business to speak to your WVTF representatives when you meet them in the elevators or halls, or write us at the address at the top of this communication. We need your involvement. 

 Again, THANK YOU FOR YOUR TRUST AND CONTINUED SUPPORT.   

