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BIG NEWS!






9/29/05
NYC Comptroller responds to Westview Tenants

On 6/10/05 we reported in our tenant update that a newly formed ‘Coalition of Roosevelt Island Elected Officials’ had forwarded our legal arguments requiring housing on Roosevelt Island to remain affordable for all current residents to City Comptroller William Thompson and DHCR Commissioner Judith Calogero.

This was important as Westview Owners had frivolously filed for Mitchel Lama dissolution effective February 1, 2006, with absolutely no consideration for tenants. Such unilateral action, if not blocked, would result in market rents and certain mass displacement of Westview tenants.

The ‘Coalition of Roosevelt Island Elected Officials’ was formed on behalf of Westview by Assembly Member Alexander “Pete” Grannis, Congress Member Carolyn Maloney, State Senator Jose Serrano, City Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and City Council Speaker Gifford Miller. This kind of overwhelming support from our elected officials is unprecedented. 

In a dramatic move, New York City Comptroller William Thompson officially endorsed Westview Task Force position. He states in his letter (attached) that he ‘lends his full support to tenants seeking to ensure the continued availability of affordable housing on Roosevelt Island’ and ‘his office will continue to closely monitor this case’. The Comptroller closes by stating that he will insist that ‘pledges made to City residents regarding affordable housing be kept’.

Meanwhile, the Westview Taskforce is continuing discussions with both RIOC and DHCR regarding both housing issues and the future of Westview.

Our position continues to be one of strength and we remain confident that an equitable resolution will soon be reached on behalf of all Westview tenants. To find out more about what’s happening with Westview; 

Please join us for a Westview Taskforce Open House.

(You should already have received an invitation under your door)

Date:

Saturday 10/1

Time:

Anytime between 3 and 5pm

Place:

Westview Upper Community Room

                                   (Refreshments will be served)

The Taskforce will be joined by our lawyers, key political allies, as well as friends and neighbors to answer your questions about the significant accomplishments we have achieved to date and the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. Please make every effort to stop in! We look forward to seeing you there.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TRUST AND CONTINUED SUPPORT.

