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Tenant Alert!

Within the week you will receive a letter outlining a proposed rent increase to be retroactive beginning January 1, 2008. The amount of the request will be for an astonishing 88% increase over 2 years, which the Owners have calculated as necessary to cover future deficits and some repairs. DHCR has projected that “only” a 75% rent hike (over two years) is needed. This will be phrased in the letter you receive as an increase of $301.33 a room which, added to the present rate of $344.13, would amount to a new rental of $645.46 a room.

We feel this proposed increase amounts to no less than an eviction notice for many of us. We are outraged that such an increase could even be considered by DHCR.

As you know, after years of struggle, in 2006 WTI negotiated an Agreement with the Owners (a signed LOI) for purchase of the building which stabilized rents at Westview for life, while providing affordable homeownership opportunities for all and completely financing all repairs the building so desperately needs. 

In 2007, the new DHCR/ RIOC blocked our deal upon taking office citing that our purchase price was too high while insisting on long term affordability to protect tenants. And now this?

The Westview Taskforce (WTI) is taking necessary steps. At an emergency meeting on Wednesday, April 30th, the WTI board agreed that a strong, targeted response is necessary to block any rent increase and renew negotiations to privatize the building. We feel the only way to address all the issues is through such a conversion. We are currently engaged in discussions with the owners and DHCR to reach a solution consistent with the terms originally negotiated, inclusive of long term affordability provisions. To this end, a formal resolution by the board is pending within the week.

Please remain alert to the events now occurring and be ready to take the appropriate actions. We intend to call a tenant meeting in the near future at which time we will be able to give you more information and advise you of our progress.

Thank you for your confidence and support.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR TRUST AND CONTINUED SUPPORT


